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25 February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Coronavirus – On-site Lateral Flow Testing – Students  
 
I am writing to you further to my letter earlier in the week to provide you with information in relation to the mass testing 
programme for students that all schools have been asked to provide by the Government.  
 
The offer of lateral flow testing is being put in place as an additional layer of protection following the closure of schools 
in January and leading up to the return of all students to on-site education. The on-site testing programme detailed in 
this letter is the first stage of the testing programme and is a requirement and precursor to students moving to 
undertaking tests from home later this half term. (Further details and provision of home testing kits will be provided in 
due course).   
 
Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. We believe that the on-site testing facility is 
an incredibly positive offer and as such are in support of this voluntary testing programme. 
 
Attached to this letter are some frequently asked questions and an instructional leaflet on how the test is carried out 
for you and your child’s reference.  
 
As home testing is being introduced for secondary age students, it is important that students are initially supervised 
whilst swabbing to make sure they are doing it correctly. This is why testing will initially take place on-site, at the 
Academy’s asymptomatic test site (ATS). The Academy ATS has been operational since January for staff that have been 
working on-site during the school closure period and we are pleased to be able to now offer testing to our students.  
 
All students will be offered 3 tests on-site, which need to be undertaken 3 to 5 days apart. Testing on-site initially is a 
condition of being able to transition students to test at home. Therefore, students will not be issued home testing kits 
if they have not completed the required 3 tests on-site. In exceptional circumstances where students may have missed 
one of the 3 tests the Academy may be able to facilitate an opportunity to take the required test at the end of the 
current programme scheduled for all year groups. However, it is our hope that we are able to facilitate as many students 
as possible for all 3 tests in the next two weeks.  
 
Students taking the tests on-site will be supervised by trained staff. Where a student may require extra support to 
undertake the test, trained staff will be able to provide this support and guidance. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and 
easy using a swab of your nose and throat.  
 
Testing Arrangements & Return to the Academy  
 
Students will be invited for their first test on a specific day and time (further letter to follow) during w/c 1 March.   
 

• w/c 1 March  

 
o students consenting to testing should arrive on site via the main drive. 
o they should use the red floor markers to support social distancing as they wait to be directed to the 

testing centre. 
o testing will take place in our Sports Hall. 
o students will be supported to enter and exit this testing centre in line with their scheduled test time. 



 

 

o students will be required to wait on-site for their results and permitted to leave once these are 
confirmed.   

o students must return straight home once the test process is complete, adhering to social distancing 
and Government guidelines at all times in the Academy and on their way to and from the Academy.  

o if your child is already in the Academy accessing ECP they will be taken from their bubble for their test 
during the course of the week.  

Please see below for the Post 16 testing schedule: 
 

Post 16 Lateral Flow Testing Plan: 

1st Test 
Monday 1st 
March  
 

1st Test 
Form 

2nd Test 
Thursday 4th 
March 

2nd test 
Form 

3rd Test 
Tuesday 9th 
March 

3rd test 
Form 

8.30am 12 FBA 8.30am 12 FBA 8.30am 12 FBA 

9am 12 VWI A 9am 12 VWI A 9am 12 VWI A 

9.30am 12 VWI B 9.30am 12 VWI B 9.30am 12 VWI B 

10am 12 VWI C 10am 12 VWI C 10am 12 VWI C 

10.30am 12 WFO A 10.30am 12 WFO A 10.30am 12 WFO A 

11.15am 12 WFO B 11.15am 12 WFO B 11.15am 12 WFO B 

11.45am 12 WFO C 11.45am 12 WFO C 11.45am 12 WFO C 

12.15pm 13 VWI A 12.15pm 13 VWI A 12.15pm 13 VWI A 

12.45pm 13 VWI B 12.45pm 13 VWI B 12.45pm 13 VWI B 

1.45pm 13 WFO A 1.45pm 13 WFO A 1.45pm 13 WFO A 

2.15pm 13 WFO B 2.15pm 13 WFO B 2.15pm 13 WFO B 

Please note due to the volume of students who require a test if a student misses their test appointment please do not 
assume they can attend site at an alternative time.  All appointments must be kept to and a prompt arrival for the test 
is essential. 
 

• w/c 8 March 
o there will be a staggered return of full year groups to on-site learning from w/c 8 March.  
o final details for this are still being finalised and will be communicated to you as soon as possible next 

week.  
o the Academy will need to carefully manage the return of full year groups alongside our testing 

arrangements.   

Test results take around half an hour from the point the test took place, results will be shared directly with the 
parent/carer of the student participating using the mobile telephone number (text message) and email address detailed 
in our Priority 1 contact on the Academy records.  
 
The benefits to the testing programme are: 
 

1. It provides the Academy with a further layer of risk mitigation and allows us to identify and therefore isolate 
any staff, students who may have the virus but not be showing any symptoms. 

2. It can be delivered on site by trained colleagues and the test itself is able to provide us with a quick result. 
3. It provides students a sufficient number of on-site tests in supervised conditions to ensure your child is 

confident and comfortable with the testing process and can continue with testing from home.  

Please be aware, however that the testing process is not: 
 

1. The only measure that the Academy is able to use during this time. We must all continue to follow the 
coronavirus health and safety measures already in place. 



 

 

2. 100% effective at identifying when a person has the virus. As such it is crucial that if a person develops 
coronavirus symptoms or tests positive on the Lateral Flow Device that they subsequently obtain a PCR test.  

3. A green light indicator that a person is coronavirus free if the test reports a negative result. It is crucial 
therefore that both inside and outside of the Academy the same precautionary steps are taken in line with 
Government guidance and any local or national restrictions. This is particularly important in terms of social 
distancing and mixing with people outside of your household. 

Next Steps  
 
We hope that as many parents as possible sign up for this programme and provide consent for their child to participate 
as we are confident that it will add to the existing measures we have in place.  
 
Please read the enclosed consent details and then go to your MCAS App to indicate your consent status. It is important 
that you either select whether you give consent or confirm that you do not wish to participate using the MCAS App, this 
will avoid the Academy having to contact you.  
 
Details of the consent process on the App are found in the attached guidance.  
Parents/carers can relinquish their consent at any time during this process, however once consent is withdrawn there 
will be no further opportunity to catch up on tests to complete the required 3 tests for eligibility for home testing. 
There will not be a further consent process for home testing. When your child has completed all 3 on-site tests, they 
will be issued with a batch of home testing kits. (Further details on this will be provided in due course.)  
 
We appreciate this is a very short time frame, but request that all consents are completed in your MCAS App by Sunday 
28 February 2021 at 12 noon. This is to enable the Academy to plan and commence student testing during the course 
of w/c 1 March to ensure we can facilitate as many tests as possible prior to the return of all students during w/c 8 
March.  
 
Upon receipt of your consent, your child will be allocated their first testing appointment on site for w/c 1 March 2021, 
and you will be informed of the results.  
 
Please ensure your child only attends the Academy if they do not have any symptoms. If they have any Coronavirus 
symptoms they must stay at home and self-isolate with your household and seek a PCR test.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding during these difficult and challenging circumstances.  
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs S Broome 
Principal 
 
  



 

 

Lateral Flow Testing in Secondary Schools - Frequently Asked Questions 
Outlined below are a series of questions you may have about Lateral Flow Testing and the arrangements. 
 
What does ‘Lateral Flow Testing’ mean and how does this work? 
 
‘Lateral Flow’ describes the type of testing device that has been developed to use in the rapid testing of coronavirus. 
These devices are very simple to use and can help identify people who have coronavirus but who are not showing any 
symptoms and therefore would not usually believe they require a coronavirus test. Lateral Flow tests are quick and 
convenient to use as they do not require a testing laboratory and results can be delivered in around 30 minutes. 
In summary these testing devices are: 

• Accessible and easy to use. 

• Deliver quick results without the need for a laboratory. 

• Use safe technology. 

How will the testing take place? 
 
A programme of testing has been put in place and students and staff members will be required to provide their consent 
in order to take a test. Whilst we advise all staff members, students to consent to the testing programme, it is a voluntary 
process, and we will not carry out any testing on students or staff members who do not choose to give their consent. If 
consent is given students and staff members will be invited to attend our testing centre. The testing centre will be 
staffed by trained staff members who will support the testing process. In most cases people will be able to self-
administer the test with the support of our on-site test assistants.  
 
To complete the test students and staff must complete a supervised throat and nasal swab test.  Students who are 
unable to do this themselves may be assisted with this test if they consent to being supported. This test is then processed 
where a result of ‘positive’, ‘negative’ or ‘invalid’ is produced. 
 
How will I access the results for my child and what do they mean for my household? 
 
Parents/carers will be notified by text and email of the test outcome. Where a positive outcome is recorded a phone 
call home will be made in the first instance, to confirm the result and to confirm with you that you must make 
arrangements for your child to be collected from the Academy as soon as you can.  
 
The test results produced via the Lateral Flow Device record one of three conclusions: 
 

• Positive – this means the student or staff member has tested positive for coronavirus. In this situation the person 

will be sent home to self-isolate, and they will be required to take a PCR coronavirus test. A PCR (Polymerase 

Chain Reaction) test cannot be administered on the Academy site. This type of test is carried out at local testing 

centres and requires the use of a laboratory. This form of test is a highly reliable method for testing for 

coronavirus. PCR tests are the type of coronavirus testing that has been in place since the start of the pandemic.  

• Negative – this means the Lateral Flow test has not detected any trace of the virus and the student or staff 

member can continue to attend the Academy whilst continuing to follow the coronavirus health and safety 

measures. 

• Invalid – this means the Lateral Flow Test cannot be read and the test needs to be repeated to gain a negative 

or positive result. In this situation the student or staff member will be supported to repeat the testing process. 

If my child tests positive, why will they require a second PCR test? 
 
The Lateral Flow test is incredibly useful in supporting the identification of coronavirus amongst people, but it is not a 
laboratory processed test. Therefore, it is important that all positive Lateral Flow tests are then confirmed with the 
laboratory PCR test in order to confirm the need for self-isolation. We would request that confirmation of positive 
coronavirus PCR tests are shared with the Academy as soon as they are received by a staff member, parent/carer, or 
student. 
Is the testing process safe? 



 

 

 
The process of testing is safe and simple for all students, and staff members. Tests are mostly self-administered, and 
support is provided by trained volunteers for individuals performing the test. For those students who require support, 
this again will only be completed by trained colleagues and will be done with great care. We will not test any student or 
staff member who is unable to self-test without their consent and/or consent from their parents/carers. 
 
What if my child has been in close contact with someone in the academy who tests positive? 
 
Your child will still be required to complete the required self-isolation period at home and not be able to attend the 
academy. Whilst serial testing in schools was initially suggested as an alternative to isolation, the current advice from 
Wakefield Public Health is that close contacts in Academy settings must continue to self-isolate for the required period 
of time in line with government guidance.  
 
What if my child develops symptoms? 
 
This testing programme at the Academy is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time 
(including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they must 
immediately self-isolate, not come into the Academy and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test. 
 
What happens if I do not consent to my child being tested? 
 
Coronavirus testing is an entirely voluntary testing programme. Whilst we strongly support the testing programme in 
schools, it is at a parent/carer’s discretion as to whether they agree to their child being tested.  
 
Any other questions? 
 
We will support our students throughout this process, but please contact us if you have any other questions. You can 
contact the Academy on enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

 

Student - Consent Form for COVID-19 Testing 
This consent form is for participation in tests designed to detect asymptomatic coronavirus cases. Anyone experiencing 
symptoms should follow government guidelines to self-isolate, even if they have had a recent negative lateral flow test.  
 
This provides the information your require prior to completing your consent status in the MCAS App.  
 
Consent relates to the following groups of students as follows: 
 
 • For students younger than 16 years – consent must be provided by the parent/carer or legal guardian. Consent must 
be provided for each child you wish to participate in testing. 
• Students age 16 and over who are able to provide informed consent can provide consent themselves, having discussed 
participation with their parent/carer or guardian if under 18.  
• For any student who does not have the capacity to provide informed consent - consent must be provided by the parent 
or legal guardian. Please provide consent for each child you wish to participate in testing. 
 
Terms of Consent 
 
1. I have had the opportunity to consider the information provided by the Academy about the testing, ask questions 
and have had these answered satisfactorily, based on the information presented in the letter dated 25 February 2021 
and the Privacy Notice found on the Trust website at https://accordmat.org/policies/. 
2. In the case of under 16s, I have discussed the testing with my child and my child is happy to participate. If on the day 
of testing they do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so and consent can be withdrawn at any time 
ahead of the test.  
3. I consent to my child having a nose and throat swab for lateral flow tests. My child will self-swab if my child is able to, 
otherwise I understand that assistance is available. In the case of under 16s or students who are not able to provide 
informed consent, I have discussed the testing with my child and they are happy to participate and self-swab (with 
assistance if required). 
4. I understand that there will be 3 tests required and this consent covers all tests for the below named person. I 
understand I can withdraw consent at anytime and amend my consent status in the MCAS App. If on the day of testing 
they do not wish to take part, then I understand they will not be made to do so and that consent can be withdrawn at 
any time ahead of the test. 
5. I consent that my child’s sample(s) will be tested for the presence of COVID-19. 
6. I understand that I will receive notification of my child’s results on the lateral flow test. 
7. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I consent to my child having a nose and throat swab for 
confirmatory PCR testing (to be undertaken at home). They will follow the instructions on the PCR Kit provided by the 
Academy and return the test the same day to an NHS Test & Trace laboratory.  
8. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I commit to ensuring that my child is removed from 
Academy premises as promptly as possible, bearing in mind they may have some anxiety following a positive test result. 
9. I consent that they will need to self-isolate following a positive lateral flow test result, until the results of the 
confirmatory PCR test have been received. 
10. I agree that if my child’s test results are confirmed to be positive from this PCR test, I will report this to the academy 
and I understand that my child will be required to self-isolate following public health advice. 
 
Please now refer to the Bromcom Guide on the next page for completing consent in the MCAS App.  
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://accordmat.org/policies/


 

 

Granting & Revoking Consent  
in the MCAS App. 
Step 1: Launch the MyChildAtSchool app.  
 
You may be prompted to unlock the app with a pin number which you created when you 
activated your account, or via biometric fingerprint, or FaceID. You can also login at 
https://www.mychildatschool.com with the same details. 
 
Step 2: Open the Side Menu 
 
Tap the menu button in the top left of the app to slide open the side menu, then tap 
“Parental Consent” at the bottom of the menu. 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 3: Grant or Revoke Consent 
 
By default consent will be off.  
 
You will need to tap the switch to flip it to green (ON), then hit Save in the top right. 
 
To revoke consent, you can return here, tap the switch again to flip it to grey (OFF), then 
hit Save. 

 

Step 4: Repeat For Next Child 
 
If you have more than one child attending the Academy, tap the red DOWN arrow 
alongside your child’s name to open the Child Selector. Tap your next child, hit Select, 
and repeat the process. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/

